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Acting Grand Knight's Message to the Council
By Deputy Grand Knight, Joseph Pocius

Council 5618
June 2026

4 Worthy Brother Knights,

AT We are currently entering the month of June which is dedicated to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus. This symbolizes Christ’s boundless love, mercy, and re-
demptive suffering for humanity. On May 21st — May 24th the Florida State
Council of the Knights of Columbus hosted its 122nd Annual State Conven-
A tion in Orlando Florida and the leadership spoke about how to strengthen
our values through Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. We do this by
uniting our fellow brother Knights to love Jesus in partaking and accepting
the Holy Eucharist. There are many of our future brothers who are not current members of the
Knights that are looking to us to bring them home.

Continue to read on page 3

Our Worthy Chaplain’s Message By Fr. Duberney Rodas

"] Dear Worthy Officers and Brothers Knights of Columbus,

M The month of June begins with our Church’s call to prayer for historic and

»@ 41 solemn occasion of the consecration of the United States of America to the
s @) Sacred Heart of Jesus. This act of Consecration reminds us that true patriot-

ism is not simply sentiment of identity, it is service under Christ's kingship,

grounded in charity, justice, and protection of human life.

@ Pope Paul VI praised the Knights’ “devotion and loyalty,” calling us “an im-
mense force for good within the Church of Christ,” and urged us to bring
“fraternal concern” to neighborhoods and to exemplify justice in communities.

To illuminate this sacred event, we look at the rich insights of our Church's recent teachings. In
his profound reflection on the Sacred Heart, Dilexit Nos, Pope Francis reminds us: Saint John Paul
II spoke of the social dimension of devotion to the heart of Christ, but also about reparation,
which is apostolic cooperation in the salvation of the world. Consecration to the heart of Christ is
thus to be seen in relation to the Church’s missionary activity, since it responds to the desire of
Jesus’ heart to spread throughout the world, through the members of his Body, his complete
commitment to the Kingdom. As a result, through the witness of Christians, love will be poured
into human hearts, to build up the body of Christ, which is the Church, and to build a society of
justice, peace and fraternity (Dilexit Nos n.206).

In the Encyclical Letter of His Holiness Leo XIV Magnifica Humanitas (15 May 2026), the Pope
urges us not to fear the “construction site” of our time, but to become builders of communion; so
that the poor, sick, migrants, and the least are not treated as obstacles but become
“cornerstone” realities for society. He also insists that authentic progress must be protected by
the heart’s openness to others, especially when human dignity is threatened by dehumanization:
True progress always stems from a heart open to others.

By consecrating our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, font of divine mercy, we are not execut-
ing a mere formal ritual; rather, we are actively anchoring the very soul of America to the trans-
formative power of Christ's unconditional love. May the Sacred Heart bless the United States and
grant every family peace through the power of Christ, who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life,”

In Christ,
Fr. Duberney Rodas ...REtUI‘ﬂ tO the LOI‘d }/OUI‘ GOd

and you and your children obey
him with all your heart and with
all your soul...”

(Deuteronomy 30:2)
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The KofC Supreme Secretary mentioned there is a 50/50 split of men joining the Catholic faith with the main reason is due
to what the world is teaching us through the news, politics and social media. It is important to let them know that God has
not left them or us and that we need to pray and evangelize the truth and let the Holy Spirit in our lives. Also in the month
of June we are holding our council installation where we are installing new and current leaders into important roles to lead
our council through the next fraternal year. Let us pray for them and everyone by praying the Sacred Heart of Jesus to
know that his love unites and invites us to love others and be devoted to God. Prayer to the Sacred Heart: “Hail! O Sacred

Heart of Jesus... consume my heart with that burning fire... let my heart be so united with Thine, that our wills may be
one...” — St. Gertrude

Vivat Jesus! Joseph Pocius Deputy Grand Knight

Our Council participates with Serve Saturday at the Shar-
ing center every 2nd Saturday of the month, serving from
9:00 am — 12:00 pm Noon. Our next event will occur on
June 13. If you can attend, please email Tom Przybyla at
tomprzybyla3@gmail.com. There were 6 volunteers at
April's event. Bring your family, especially teenagers who

need service hours. The Sharing center is located at: 600
Clean the World . 4 North Highway 17-92, Suite 130 Longwood, FL 32750.

Our Council participates with a volunteer event at Clean the YOU cag view 3" of the pictures from both of these event on
World every 1st Wednesday of the month, from 1pm — 3pm our website’s Home page.

The next event will occur on Wednesday, June 3. You
will be sorting out the soap bars and plastic bottle amenities
that Clean the World
collects from the hospitality industry and recycles. You may
also pack the recycled soap into boxes that are then distrib-
uted via global NGOs, such as The WASH Foundation. Bring
your family, especially teenagers who need service hours.
Clean the World is located near the Orlando
International Airport at: 2544 E Landstreet Rd Ste 600, Or-
lando, FL 32824 (click to open a map). For more
information:https://cleantheworld.org/doing-
good/#volunteer

Sewe

Join us for a Saturday of service
helping our community in need!

Council Meeting - Tue June 9

#%  Our Council's next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 9 at 6:30 pm in the
" Cafeteria. A Rosary will be recited starting at 6:00 pm in the Cafeteria. Our Lecturer Lou Elrose will be
\/ providing a delicious meal after the meeting and there will be time to socialize and get to know each

other. If you are relatively new in the Council and haven't quite found a part to play, this is a fine time
to figure that out. Please attend this meeting and support and participate in our many activities.

Fr. Ralph DuWell  Fr. Sinclair Cushmore WELCOME,
/4
FATHER RALPH AND FATHER SINCLAIR — KorC Ko

WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE YOU WITH US! @%
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From the Editor

2026 - 2027 Annual Calendar Schedule of Events: Annual Calendar
Upcoming Council Events: Click on the link to view more details: Upcoming Events

Virtual a

the Pinta Log
Calendar
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e Check our Council’s website
for up-to-the-minute information

w ON new events or changes to

scheduled events. Add the site
to your browser’s ‘Favorites’ for

Teacher's qUiCk
Appreciation Officer's Clean the
Breakfast Planning Meeting | World Corpus Christi access.
T ] T 9 10 1 12 13 ¢
% ' « If you have a story you would
Corporate 1667 Assembly like to be considered for inclu-
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nick.a.leon96@gmail.com
Rosary 4 Life
Al 1’ 22 23 24 25 26 27 .
D#D Offcer % The content deadline for the Ju-

Installation &
Dinner

ly edition is Tuesday June 30.

Father's Day

29 30

k J_"I
Pinta Log
Content Deadline

Submission does not guarantee
your article will be published.

Corporate Communion Mass & Breakfast - Sunday June 7

Our Council’'s next Corporate Communion Mass will be held on Sunday, June 7 at 8 am. Every Knight of our
Council, along with their wife or significant other and family members are invited to attend this Mass. As we sit together
and the congregation sees a large group of Knights and their family members attending Mass, they take notice! Attending
Mass with your Brothers as a fraternal group is an extra blessing to the Sunday experience. The more we Knights are visi-
ble in this parish, the more effective we become at serving our parishioners. If you know of a Catholic gentleman who is
interested in joining the Knights of Columbus, invite that man and his family to this event. We will choose a restaurant for
the breakfast after Mass since both SMM kitchen facilities are booked for that day. Worthy DGK Joe Pocius will provide an
update as to where the venue will be.

Installation of Officers & Dinner - Saturday June 27

Officer Installation Dinner RSVP Form- Sign up & RSVP at our Tuesday, June 9th Business Meeting to pay by cash,
check or pay online.

You are invited to attend our Council's Knights of Columbus Officer Installation Ceremony and Dinner on Saturday, June 27
in the Parish Life Center.

Arrive in the PLC at 5:00 pm

Officer Installation Ceremony 5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

e Dinner starts around 6:15 pm - 8:00 pm.

An Olive Garden Italian dinner will be served, consisting of 3 meats, 3 sauces, 2 kinds of pasta, salad, bread sticks and a
dessert. Please RSVP by Monday June 15 with the number of people who plan to attend the Installation Dinner by en-
tering the information below; then submit this form. Cost is $20.00 per person. Coffee and bottled water are included with
the dinner. Sodas will be available for a donation. BYOB. Please pay in advance by 1) making an online payment, or 2)
paying by check or cash at our June 9 Council meeting. Pay online to count your attendance.

If you have any questions or need further information, please reach out to our DGK Joe Pocius
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Brothers Celebrating June Birthdays

6 Jun 2 David G Weisman Jun 13 Richard Padilla Jun 19 | John B Rice

‘ Jun 4 | Sean E French Jun 14 Edward A Gallagher |Jun 20 Melvin H Franzen .
Jun 4 Donald T Petricek Jun 14 Thomas A Blackmon Jun 27 Michael J Lyons

7 Jun 8 Thomas W Przybyla Jun 16 Frank M Corso Jr Jun 28 | Joseph M LoFaso Jr -
Jun 8 Wayne R Fricker Jun 18 |John M Byrnes Jun 28 Thomas A Paine ’

.J\ Jun 9 Dennis M McDowell Jun 18 | David J Grzan :

From Our Faith Director By Tom Przybyla

My Brothers in Faith,
The reflection is the May 27 Word Among Us meditation message. Mark 10:35-40:

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do
for us whatever we ask of you.” He replied, “What do you wish me to do for you?” They answered him,
“Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left.” Jesus said to them, “You
do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the chalice that I drink or be baptized with the baptism
with which I am baptized?” They said to him, "We can.” Jesus said to them, “The chalice that I drink, you
will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at
my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

It seems that James and John could use a lesson in manners! They come off as insensitive and entitled when they ask to
be seated next to Jesus when he comes into his “glory” (Mark 10:33). What’s more, they even make their request on the
heels of Jesus predicting his suffering and death!

But before we judge these brothers too harshly, let’s think about ourselves. Chances are, we've all started many a prayer
time with a wish list that reflects their words: “We want you to do for us whatever we ask of you” (Mark 10:35).

Of course, there’s nothing wrong with asking for what we want (Mark 11:24). But throughout the Gospels, Jesus makes it
clear that being his follower also means being ready to serve other people. It means putting aside our selfish desires and
our tendency to put our interests before the interests of others and asking the Lord how he wants us to give of ourselves.
And that’s what James and John ended up doing after Jesus’ resurrection: they dedicated their whole lives to proclaiming
the gospel and building up the Church.

At first glance, being a “servant” doesn’t usually seem appealing. It's only when we remember how much Jesus loves us
that our hearts begin to soften. It's as we recall that we were created to give him glory by reflecting his own generosity
and kindness. The simple truth is that the more we give of ourselves, the more Christlike we become. We grow in holiness.
We become more peaceful, more contented, and even more joyful!

Probably the best way to look at our call to serve is to look at Jesus. He is the perfect model of what a life of service looks
like. We can ask him, “"How can I serve you today, Lord?” If the opportunities before you seem mundane—like making a
meal for your family or taking an elderly parent to a doctor’s appointment—remember Jesus’ great promise: “Whatever you
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). Every opportunity to care for someone else is
another opportunity to meet Jesus!

Jesus taught His followers a different way to ask in the Our Father: “Your kingdom come; Your will be done” (Mt 6:9). In-
stead of asking the Lord to do whatever we ask of Him, let’s ask Him to grant us the grace to do whatever He asks of us.
Pray: “Lord, help me desire to serve you and your people above all else!”

For those of you Brother Knights who serve others on a regular basis, you may feel like I do — I get more out of serving
others than those I'm serving get from me. To those brothers, I want to express my appreciation and love for all you do!
Those of you who do not serve, you are missing out of the joy, holiness, and peace that Jesus gives as a blessing and a
reward. I will always advocate praying for what we want, praying for everything all the time; but reading this reflection
reminds me to “ask Him to grant us the grace to do whatever He asks of us”.

I invite you to attend the next monthly Men’s Club meeting on Thursday, June 25 at 7 pm in the Mother Teresa room of the
PLC. The Men’s Club is a group of men (Brothers in Christ) who meet informally once a month for fellowship (meeting new
men of the parish) and to learn more about our Catholic faith and how we can become better Christians serving our parish.
Each month I show two short videos that are relevant to the Mass events of the month. Please watch the May vide-
os: Surrender to the Spirit — an excellent Pentecost Sunday Sermon video by Bishop Robert Barron and Three Ways of Ap-
proaching the Trinity — a thought inspiring Trinity Sunday Sermon video by Bishop Robert Barron.

May God bless you and your family.

Tom Przybyla,
Faith Director

|
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From Our Life Director By James Taglia

Brothers, Below is a brief update reflecting both the council and Central Florida Laps4Life/aka Laps. I
== | am told that there has been a request to provide some update as to where Laps stands and give some
5541 update on our “state of the event.” The 2027 Laps event will again take place the first Saturday in
March, on the 7th, As of this writing, Laps placed 67 ultrasound machines, with one in the works
(Deltona) and another awaiting paperwork (JMJ). We have place more than any other group of Knights,
globally. In 2026 Council raised over $20,400 for Laps to purchase ultrasound machines. Second high-
g est Council in the Diocese. The Lead IDV fundraiser (winner of the Mel Franzen Award) comes from the
Council 5618, for the fifth year in a row. This is through the generosity of the council and your efforts
to help. Remember, we do this for the babies, not the glory. The Laps4Life event raised $102,751. Rel-
evant Radio provided free advertising, with a 15 minute drive-time interview...recorded to repeat during
the week prior to the walk. Knights of 5618 donated $2,000 for the Aid and Support After Pregnan-
cy (ASAP) program to Life Choices and another $2,000, towards Walking with Moms in Need through the Diocesan Culture
of Life program. Both of these were eligible for a 20% matching grant through Supreme. Knights of 5618 sponsored the
Ultrasound Machine placed at First Life Pregnancy Center (First Baptist of Orlando). Brothers, while it is nice to get a little
bit of recognition, we do not do this for the glory. Pride is one of he seven deadly sins. We do this because we are Knights
and it is the right thing to do.2 weeks ago was Memorial Day. To quote the Declaration of Independence: “ We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” The most important of these rights is the
first...LIFE. Without life, we have nothing. Brothers, to quote Matthew 25:21 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” You are
doing God's work. Vivat Jesus, James J Taglia, PFN Life Director

http://www.cflaps4life.org

Jtaglia@gmail.com (407) 492-0329

Fr. Sinclair Cushmore’s Ordination — Saturday May 23 By the Editor
3

A few of our members and their spouses attended the Mass that morning and shared
that it was beautiful.

| Congratulations again to Fr. Sinclair on his ordination to the priesthood. We were excit-
1 a4 €d to learn that he has been officially assigned to our parish starting next month. Please
| continue to keep him in your prayers. You can view all of the pictures from this event on
our website’s Home page.

Family Picnic/ Honor Altar Servers - Saturday May 2 By the Editor

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent event; it was a pleasure to see such a wonderful turnout. We
were also privileged to officially honor our Altar Servers for their service during this fraternal year.
We would like to extend my sincere gratitude to those who assisted with the setup and cleanup. Your hard work
and continued support are greatly appreciated. You can view all of the pictures from this event on our website’s

Home page.
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Fraternal Benefits Advisor

By Eric Monte

Brothers, Father’s Day is June 21.
When you think of the qualities of a
good father, what comes to mind? You
might picture someone who leads by
example, works hard, makes sacrifices,
and loves unconditionally. I think one of
the most important ways a father shows
his love is when he protects his family in
this world that can be so uncertain. For
example, we can't always control what
influences the world might have on our
family’s lives. That's why a father knows it's crucial to
guard his family spiritually, leading by example in faith.

Similarly, we can’t always predict how life circumstances
might impact our ability to provide for our families finan-
cially. Will our employment remain secure? Will we experi-
ence a long-term disability? And, as much as we don't like
to think about it, will the Lord call us home at a time we

A Special Presentation for

American & Canadian Members

How Your Field Agent Can Help Your
Family.

Want to make sure your family is getting the
absolute most out of your Knights of Columbus
membership? That’s why we’re thrilled to invite
you to a special presentation on Monday, June
8th, 2026, at 7 PM Eastern Time.

Our presenter is Sonny Sangemino, a General
Agent who has dedicated 28 years to serving the
Order and currently oversees all of our Canadian
agencies. Sonny is an talented presenter who
makes complex scenarios relatable, practical, and

don't expect? highly engaging. ,
SONNY SANGEMINO
CHS, CPCA, FIC
Regional Agency Executive Consultant

General Agent
Join us for this educational and entertaining topic by registering
below by scanning the QR code:

[Ofrq

There are many unknowns, but there are things you can
do to protect your family and build security. For example,
you can guard your loved ones through life insurance,
long-term care insurance and disability income insurance.

Come learn how your Field Agent or IAR can assist
you and your loved ones.

If you have any questions, please contact your local agent
to schedule a time to meet at www.kofc.org/faa.

AN
Thank you! A<, Knights of

\ / Columbus’

e % Knights of

\/ Columbus’

Urrutia Agency
o

Eric M. Monte, Fic @52
Field Agent i
Office: 855-563-2467 He?
Mobile: 407-852-8563
eric.monte@kofc.org
5840 Red Bug Lake Rd #400 "

3 Winter Springs, FL 32708 igfg Book Appointment
Life Insurance « L Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities - Disability Income Insurance
Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Eric M. Monte
Field Agent

Knights of Columbus - Urrutia Agency
ONLINE Appointment Booking: CLICK HERE

Web: financialsecurityforcatholics.com The Urrutia
Agency - Guided by faith and integrity - growing through
service

KOFC Florida State Council Convention - Fri May 22 to Sun 24 By the Editor

We had a very productive experience at the state convention last month. The event provided valuable time for
spiritual reflection and the opportunity to attend daily Mass. In addition to our spiritual growth, we participated
in all state business sessions. I am pleased to share that our council received a state award, which will be for-
mally announced during our business meeting in June. Furthermore, Brother Bob Rasch received an award for
his efforts in significantly increasing membership in Region 3 as the Regional Administrator. Finally, we en-
gaged in extensive networking with
fellow brothers and have returned
with several new ideas to implement
in the upcoming fraternal year. DGK
Joe will share a more detailed report
at the meeting. You can view all of
the pictures from this event on our
website’s Home page.

COUNCIL 5618 Page 7
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" Picture  #1: Worthy
- Deputy Grand Knight
Joe Pocius presented
the Knight of the Month
award for April to Ricar-
do Diaz. Ricardo is a

4

cated member and of-
ficer of our council and
continues to be a valua-
ble asset in strengthen-
ing membership in-
volvement and participation through his role as Chancellor. Most notably, he responded without hesitation on
short notice at the request of the District Deputy to assist in planning our council’s Sacred Heart Icon Holy
Hour. Through his commitment, organization, and willingness to serve, the Holy Hour event was a great suc-
cess. It is clear that his leadership and steady involvement played a significant role in bringing it to fruition, and
we are grateful for the example he sets for our brother Knights. Picture #2: Worthy Deputy Grand Knight Joe
Pocius presented the Family of the Month award for April to David & Melissa Weisman. David and Melissa ex-
emplify the spirit of faith, family, and service that the Knights of Columbus strives to uphold. David as a mem-
ber of our council, and Melissa as a member of the CCW, faithfully serve both our parish and council through
their many charitable efforts. They are being recognized as Family of the Month for their outstanding leadership
in organizing the recent Family Picnic, helping create a welcoming and well-run event for all who attended.
Their dedication and witness to service make them a true blessing to our council and an excellent example of
Catholic family life. We applaud them for their strong example they set for all families in our community! Pic-
ture #3: Worthies Deputy Grand Knight Joe Pocius, & Chancellor Ricardo Diaz honored one of our brothers
(David Taylor) for becoming honorary life member making it 25 years in the order at our last month’s meeting.

Leave No Neighbor Behind - Helping Hands Program

If you know of a brother Knight, Men’s Club member or SMM
parishioner who needs the labor to help with a small project,
such as yard work, pressure washing, or small repairs, and
they have purchased the needed supplies, please contact our

Helping Hands program chair Tom Poppell at
tompopl@aol.com or 407-920-2497 or Tom Przybyla at tom-
przybyla3@gmail.com or 407-460-8109. We need 2 weeks of

lead time to make arrangements for the project.

LEAVE No
NEIGHBOR BEHIND

Helping Hands Project for a Veteran Amputee:
On Tuesday 5/5, Tom Poppell help with a yard clean up project for a
Veteran who is an amputee. The project was successful and he greatly |8/
appreciated it. L
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